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Summary of the TNIMA Association 6th Annual Convention 
Providence, Rhode Island

New England Chapter
Chapter Chairperson: Sarah Lincoln

August 20th – 22nd, 2010

Presented by:

Alice Kear

General Secretary

Theme:

Redefining our role: Partnering for Healthcare Research & Development

Attendees:
1. Jallah Kennedy 

2. Frank Martin

3. Rufus Tartee

4. Ben Corneh

5. Sarah Lincoln

6. Oretha Sowe

7. Alice Kear

8. Patricia Dorbor

9. Rosetta Evans

10. Roseline Goodridge

11. Elizabeth Zewey

12. Florence Jallah

13. Cecelia Sirleaf

14. Theresa Hoff

15. Theodosia Salley 

16. David Salley

17. Dr. Alexander Johnson

TNIMA Association 6th annual convention was attended by three chapters and affiliate(s) 

New England Chapter

Tristate chapter

Midwest/Indiana

Business session
Major concerns about the Association:

Concerns centered on the dwindling activities, lack of enthusiasm and limited functions by officers.
Suggestions: 1. Volunteers to function in the capacity of the weaker leaders instead of impeachment, because there is just one year for the term to be over. 2. Review for any relationship with having the same leaders for so long. 3. Make increased contacts with members. 4. Chapter be responsible to call and reach members.
Some incentive for those who attend convention.

Function of board members

Reporting system
Grievance and concerns by the New England Chapter:

If other chapters are not interested in the organization/TNIMAA, the New England chapter will work alone. All chapter members should pay their dues especially the national dues. TNIMAA pays attention to the making of reports after every convention. He states there should be alteration of fund raising in non conventional year(s).

Implementation of current project to send the educational materials to TNIMA and carry on additional projects. Results are not been seen.
$750.00(Seven Hundred and Fifty Dollars) be approved to add to the first $500.00 (Five hundred Dollars) that had been approved already, to send the books to from Indiana to New Jersey. To increase assistance and donations including at chapter levels.
Guidelines provisionally approved
2010-2011 budget approved

Amendments:
CONVENTIONS
1. Mini convention voted to be held once every two years. The method of mini convention either face to face or teleconference will be decided by the incoming executive officers

2. National conventions will be held once every two years.

Explanation: The mini and national conventions will alternate. Beginning 2011, the national convention will be held on odd numbered years (e.g. 2011, 2013,2015…) while the mini convention will be held on even numbered years.

OFFICERS
Executive officers will elected for 4 years term. Can remain in office for no more than two consecutive terms. 

Proposed projects:

Diploma for graduates:

TNIMA Institution has agreed and willing to produce copies of diploma from 1996 to present. There is a printing press in Liberia that is willing to take on the printing of diplomas. The cost of printing 727 diplomas for our graduates from 1996 will be $3635.00 which accounts to $5.00/diploma. 
Mr Kennedy suggests that there should be some incentive for those who attend convention. eg. Member may pay his or her sitting fees, and there should be reduction of 50% of individual's annual dues. Rufus Tartee suggests that there should be some recognition by making certificates awards to members that attend every convention. Gift cards etc. 

Grant/funding applications:
Members should search for undergraduate and graduates sponsorships for members and faculty. 

Next convention date and location
The  next convention will be held on 8/12/2011. Tri State is first votedchoice and the Midwest as second choice for convention 2011. The Association needs the Tri State to response in acceptance or refusal of convention within 30 days. 

Next mini convention will be via teleconference
Dinner and fundraising ball

Guest speaker:

Dr. Alex Johnson

Scientific session presenters:

Gerold Wharton

Research conducted in 2008 in Liberia

Topic: Proximate factors of child mortality in post-conflict Liberia.

Jallah Kennedy

Development of health sciences research program in Liberia

Topic: Determinants of maternal and child health outcomes in Liberia: An interventional approach
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Saturday, August 21, 2009

Fundraising dinner Ball Scientific session
Dr. Alexander P. Johnson, MD.

Guest Speaker

Born in Zoma Town, Lofa County on November, 17, 1962. Started elementary education at age 7 in Monrovia from 1970 to 1972 and later at Zolowo Public School in Lofa County from 1973 to 1974. From 1975-1977, attended the Boatswain Junior High School in Bushrod Island and then from 1978 to 1980 to the William V.S. Tubman High School on 12th Sinkor, Monrovia, Liberia. Enrolled as a in Pre-Med student at the University of Liberia Science College and then graduated as a Medical Doctor at the AM Digliotti Medical College at the University of Liberia. Entered internship at the John F. Kennedy Medical Center in Monrovia in 1989 and in 1980 entered surgical residency also at the John F. Kennedy Medical Center. 

From 1990 to 1993, due to the civil war in Liberia, had a number of positions and remained as part of a skeletal medical team at the John F. Kennedy Medical Center. With help of residents, opened a community clinic in Congo Town. Served as Visiting Doctor at the SOS Children’s Orphanage. Also served as part of the physician pool involved in relief efforts around Liberia and headed a relief team of health professionals to Buchanan, Grand Bassa for approximately 9months.

Immigrated to the USA in 1994. From 1999 to 2002, served in residency in internal medicine at the St. Agnes Hospital and Johns-Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, MD. Joined the Mercy Clinics, Des, Moines, IOWA in 2002. In 2005 became one of two doctors to begin hospitalist program in Davenport, Iowa. In 2008, joined the Dubuque Internal Medicine, has helped establish the group’s hospitalist service and is the director of the service.

Married to Wilhemina Oberly and has five children.

Enjoys sports, travel and music. Played for LPRC Oilers soccer team for many years while in medical school.

Gerold Thomas (GT) Wharton.

Presenter, Scientific session

Topic: Child Survival in Liberia
Gerold Thomas (GT) Wharton currently works as an economist and statistician for the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)’s Office of Pediatric Therapeutics while enrolled part-time at Johns Hopkins University pursuing an MA in Development Economics. He attended both Duke University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill graduating from UNC in 2009 with highest honors in Economics. In 2008, GT worked with the United Nations in Sierra Leone and Liberia on various development projects. In Sierra Leone, GT was part of the nation's first ever complete Demographic and Health Survey (DHS)- a model health outcomes survey used around the world. In Liberia, GT volunteered with the International Labour Organisation (ILO) in Monrovia on community based health initiatives such as solid waste management. Part of this working mission was to learn about Liberia's new waste management projects and how they could apply to Sierra Leone. GT currently volunteers part-time for an NGO that works in the public health and microcredit arena in Nepal and Guatemala called Global HEED. GT is also president and founder of a Florida non-profit called Cuba-Vision, which supports ocular health and procures prescription eyewear for adults in Holguin, Cuba. He is a native of Jacksonville, FL.

Jallah Kennedy, RN, MPH.
Presenter: Scientific Session
Topic: DETERMINANTS OF MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH OUTCOMES IN LIBERIA 

Born in Voinjama, Lofa County and attended elementary schools in Voinjama and Fangonda. Attended junior high schools at the Swedish School in Voinjama and the Voinjama Multilateral School. Graduated from the William V.S. Tubman High School in1986 with a vocational training in architectural drafting. Graduated from the Tubman National Institute of Medical Arts, School of Professional Nursing in 1992. Attended the University of Liberia, College of Science and Technology with a biology major and chemistry minor from 1995 to 1999.

Served as instructor and clinical supervisor at TNIMA, School of Nursing and Midwifery from 1992 to 1999.  Worked in several positions as a Registered Nurse inclduing with the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, the Swedrelief Hospital and at the fertility clinic at the Family Planning Clinic. 

Immigrated to the USA in 1999. Graduated with a bachelor in biology, Pre-Medical concentration from the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey in 2001. Obtained a diploma from the Harcourt Learning/Thomas Edison Direct as a Personal Computer Specialist in 2003. Obtained a certificate as a Tobacco Cessation specialist from UMDNJ in 2003.Graduated with a Master of Public Health(MPH) from the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, School of Public Health in 2006 as an Epidemiologist. Currently enrolled as a Doctor of Philosophy(PhD) student in Public Health with specialization in Epidemiology at Walden University.

Works currently as a research assistant in comprehensive cancer evaluation program at UMDNJ and at Jewish Family Service in New Jersey as a Registered Nurse/consultation and education. Guest lecturer in epidemiology and Medical/Surgical Nursing at TNIMA.

Visited Liberia from June to July 2010 to set up research programs in maternal and child health in consultation with the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, the University of Liberia and other healthcare institutions.

** Feed back from individuals that attended the dinner ball: The Association talks too much. There was no time to dance.
Financial Report for TNIMA Association 6th Annual Convention 2010.
Payment of sitting fees & annual dues: 
1. Jallah Kennedy 
240.00
2. Oretha Sowe 

140.00

3. Sarah Lincoln 

140.00

4. Patricia Dorbor 
140.00 

5. Alice Kear 

140.00

6. Frank Martin 

140.00 

7. Roseline Goodridge 
140.00

8. Rosetta Evans 

140.00

9. Rufus Tartee 

140.00

10. Florence Jallah 
140.00

11. Cecelia Sirleaf 
140.00

12. Elizabeth Zewey 
40.00

Total sitting fees annual dues: 
$1680.00
Donations received:

Dr. Alexander Johnson 

375.00
New England Chapter 

200.00

LNRI Nursing Association 

200.00

BWI Association 


100.00

Sons& Daughters/Ma Marie 

100.00

T/United Methodist Church 

50.00

Prince Hoff 



50.00

Vonyee Gaye, Dahn 


25.00

Arlington R & D Association 
25.00

Momo J. Vezele 


50.00

David S. Ballah 


25.00

Elizabeth Toby 


30.00

Elaine K. Traub 


40.00 

BWI Association 


80.00
Total amount of donation received: 1350.00 

Total outstanding general pledges: 



375.00

Outstanding contribution and fees from member:
1530.00

EXPENSES
Amount received from the national TNIMA Association for convention 2010: 1770.00
Expenditures for TNIMAA 6th annual convention 
Hall and church basement 



670.00
D J 






100.00
Food 






1225.00
Drinks 






275.00
T-shirts printing 




551.40
Raffle & Ball Tickets expenditure 


374.54
Total: 3195.94
Summary:
Sitting fees: 


1680.00
Donations and tickets:

1350.00 
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